Elizabeth W. "Scotty" LaBotte
June 27, 1926 - May 3, 2017

Elizabeth “Scotty” LaBotte, 90, of Coal Valley, Illinois, passed away at the Galena Senior
Care Center on May 3, 2017, after a period of failing health.
Services are 1:30 p.m. Monday at First Presbyterian Church, Coal Valley, with Reverend
Tim Snart officiating. Burial is in Rock Island National Cemetery. Visitation is 2:00 to 5:00
p.m. Sunday at Trimble Funeral Home, Coal Valley. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be
made to the church.
Elizabeth Watson Craig LaBotte was known by many names. She was born in Glasgow,
Scotland, in 1926, was baptized as Elizabeth, and grew up as Betty. In 1948, at the age of
21, after WWII, she immigrated to the United States on the Queen Mary. She made her
way to her father’s sister, Aunt Mina, who had immigrated to the United States after WWI.
Aunt Mina and Uncle Walt lived in Davenport, Iowa, had no children of their own and took
in Betty as a treasured niece. As Betty settled into American life and into the workforce,
she was affectionately given the nickname “Scotty” by her new American friends, which
stuck with her for the rest of her life.
As a young woman, Scotty enjoyed many a social outing, and was known as a
“teetotaler”. She loved to dance and was eventually swept off her feet by a young man
named Charlie who crashed a dance Betty was attending and convinced her to let him
drive her home. The rest is history.
Betty married Charles LaBotte on November 26, 1952 in Davenport Iowa. This is when
she became “Bet”. She raised four Yanks: Charlene Goode, Galena, IL; Janet (Jeff)
Boone, Germantown, TN; Patricia Estes, Coal Valley, IL; and Michael LaBotte, Lake
Jackson, TX.
Scotty was the typical 60’s and 70’s wife and stay at home mom. She was an active
volunteer in the PTA, Girl Scouts, Eastern Star and the Presbyterian Church. She
attended every possible ball game, school program and choir concert and provided food
for everyone everywhere. After her children were grown, she worked as a tour guide at the

Quad Cities Airport, a job that very much suited her outgoing personality.
In 1960, Betty and Charlie sponsored the immigration of Betty’s cousin, Jane and her
husband, John Tennant from Scotland. Several years later, Jean’s sister and husband,
Betty and Chick Thomson followed. This began the era of the “Gathering of the Clans”
with many wonderful family get-togethers. All because of a brave Scottish Lass named
Betty Craig.
In the ensuing years, Elizabeth, Betty, Scotty, Bet, Aunt Betty and Mom, became Nana
and then Great-Nana. In addition to her children, she is survived by her step-sister, Violet,
in Scotland; 9 grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren.
The family would like to express their thanks to the staff of Galena Care Center, Dubuque
Hospice, Dr. Koenigs and Pastor Tim Snart.
Visit Scotty’s personal tribute page at www.TrimbleFuneralHomes.com to share stories
and condolences, and light a candle in her memory.
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Comments

“

I just wanted to express my condolences on the passing of the lovely lady I knew as
"Scotty". I was so surpised to learn yesterday, May 9th, of her passing, when I visited
the Nursing Home.
Scotty was a frequent visitor at the Tuesday morning Bible Study that I lead, although
she had not attended for awhile, I'm sure because of health issues. I just wanted to
let you know how much I enjoyed her when she was there. Such a sweetheart, who
always had a smile when greeted! How proud she was of her Scottish heritage(as
well she should be!).
I was not aware of all the details of Scottie's background, because it was a bit difficult
for her to explain, but upon reading her obituary, I realize even more what a gem of a
lady she was! All of you must have plenty of happy memories of being part of her
friends and family! She will be missed at the Nursing Home as well. Now with her
Lord and Savior, I'm sure there are a few stories and Scottish songs being sung in
Heaven!

Deb Hyland - May 10, 2017 at 08:16 PM

“

Betty and I were co-workers for awhile, but remained friends since 1951.
We lost contact but reconnected. I spent some time with her last year in May.
She hadn't changed...well grey hair!
We shared meals, movies, dances and secrets back in the day!
I am flooded with memories of moments spent with her. I shall treasure them for the
rest of my life.
I pray the Lord will comfort and bless her family. Her greatest blessings.
I know we will meet again!
Mickey Souleyret

Marie Souleyret - May 07, 2017 at 06:46 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Elizabeth W. "Scotty"
LaBotte.

May 06, 2017 at 01:04 PM

“

Where do I even begin, many years ago I was honored to meet Charlie and Scotty,
through Hospice and the visiting nurses. Ihave so many fond memories of them,wow
what a true love story. I always loved going to visit their home, Scotty and I shared
many good laughs as well as a few tears. Scotty was not only my patient but my
friend. One day she went with me to visit my daughter at college (Monmouth College)
Home of the fighting Scott's.. The smile on her face when the bag pipes were played
was priceless. She visited with all the students and they were happy to hear her
story.. I loved hearing about her life stories during my visits. I got to meet all of her
wonderful Children and Grandchildren which she was so very proud of and was truly
accepted in their home by each and every one of them.. So it is with a very heavy
heart I want to tell each and every one of you how very sorry I am on the loss of Your
dear Mom and Nanna.. I'm holding each and every one of you in my heart. I can't
make it to the visitation Sunday but know I will be with you in my thoughts and will be
praying for you all... With all this being said Scotty you are now at peace and resting
with your dear Charlie!!! REST EASY MY FRIEND...Until we meet again!!! I love you

Lori Mrosko - May 05, 2017 at 07:36 PM

“

You will be missed! So many fun memories at the LaBotte home! As much time as I
spent there it was like a second home and you friendly smile was always inviting.
Thanks "Scotty" ! Rest in Peace! I know Charlie is happy to see you! Love, The
Lecnar's!

Scott Lecnar - May 05, 2017 at 11:00 AM

“

Such a beautiful lady, inside and out. Always enjoyed spending time with her, sharing
little "tidbits" regarding her kids and mine since she and Charlies kids and mine
shared classrooms, as well as other ventures. She will be remembered as a
wonderful mom,
wife and grandma.

Louella Smith - May 05, 2017 at 10:13 AM

“

The Boone Family purchased the Bright and Beautiful Spray for the family of
Elizabeth W. "Scotty" LaBotte.

The Boone Family - May 04, 2017 at 02:12 PM

