Nathaniel Nicholson
September 16, 1967 - August 9, 2018

Nathaniel “Nate” Nicholson, 50, of Davenport, Iowa, well-known local musician, passed
away Thursday, August 9, 2018, at University of Iowa Hospitals & Clinics, Iowa City.
Services are 10:00 a.m. Monday in the Horizon Room at Trimble Funeral Home at Trimble
Pointe, 701 12th Street, Moline. Visitation is 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Sunday. Cremation
will take place following services at Trimble Crematory. Memorials may be made to
Tammy Nicholson for a fund to be established in Nate’s memory.
Nate was born September 16, 1967, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He graduated from
Sterling High School in Somerdale, New Jersey, in 1985. He married Tammy (Soppe)
Davis on June 28, 2015, in Davenport.
Aside from family, the three most important things in Nate’s life were music, music and
music. He loved teaching others to play guitar at Rock Academy in Davenport. He was
well-known as the lead guitar player for “Phyllis and The Sharks” for over 10 years, and for
the “Funktastic 5” for 15 years.
Nate enjoyed football and was an avid Philadelphia Eagles’ fan. This coming season
would have been the 30th year of fantasy football with his friends. He and Tammy were
strong proponents of the Iowa Donor Network and helped raise awareness whenever they
could.
Nate is survived by his beloved wife and soulmate, Tammy, and her children, Slade and
Dalton Davis; his mother, Sharon Nicholson of Atco, New Jersey; his sister, Kennita
Nicholson of Sewell, New Jersey; his step-father, Saleem “Chopper” Ali of Williamstown,
New Jersey; four nephews; one niece; Tammy’s parents, Rodger and Connie Soppe of
Hornbeak, Tennessee; sisters-in-law, Christy Sanders of Glenarden, Maryland, Melissa
(Eric) Fraser of San Antonio, Texas, and Jenny (Dale) Harris of Las Vegas, Nevada; and
countless friends and fans.

Visit Nate’s personal tribute page at www.TrimbleFuneralHomes.com to share stories,
condolences and pictures.

Events
AUG
12

Visitation

11:00AM - 04:00PM

Trimble Funeral Home & Crematory at Trimble Pointe, Moline, Illinois
701 12th Street, Moline, IL, US, 61265

AUG
13

Service

10:00AM

Trimble Funeral Home & Crematory at Trimble Pointe, Moline, Illinois
701 12th Street, Moline, IL, US, 61265

Comments

“

Tammy so sorry for your loss. Nate was a beautiful human being. Matt and I always
loved hearing him play his guitar. He was the best.

Alicia Casanova - August 13, 2018 at 05:53 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Nate's passing, loved his music and mostly the bond of Ia City
transplant recipients. Cherish all of the memories and God bless you during this
difficult time and beyond.

Wally and Diane Ladewig - August 13, 2018 at 02:08 PM

“

Tammy and Family,
I am so very sorry for your loss and you have my deepest sympathy. Nate was a very
good and longtime friend. We go way back to grade school where would be
reprimanded for drumming on our desks. Nate's razor sharp sense of humor was
unmatched and we shared many laughs that would leave us literally crying. Through
high school, cars and rock bands we would see each other on occassion. We stayed
in touch through some difficult times and beyond but then life takes over and you
loose touch. I would think of Nate often and It makes me smile to see that he lived a
life filled with love and music.
It comes as no surprise to me that he was loved so much by everyone in his life.
I am a better person having know Nate.
You and your family are in my thoughts and prayers.
-Paul Fitzgerald

Paul Fitzgerald - August 13, 2018 at 10:51 AM

“

Tammy our thoughts and prayers go out to you and the boys at this difficult time.
Nate was an amazing person, an incredible musician, and lived a remarkable life. We
feel so lucky that we got to know him. JC, Kayla, and Jaz

JC - August 13, 2018 at 09:37 AM

“

Pat lit a candle in memory of Nathaniel Nicholson

Pat - August 12, 2018 at 09:13 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Nathaniel Nicholson.

August 12, 2018 at 03:45 PM

“

Thank you Nate, and blessing to his family.

Cecil James Roth - August 12, 2018 at 08:41 AM

“

Gracious Lavender Basket was purchased for the family of Nathaniel Nicholson.

August 12, 2018 at 08:30 AM

“

Too White Crew purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of
Nathaniel Nicholson.

Too White Crew - August 11, 2018 at 03:07 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Too White Crew - August 11, 2018 at 02:00 PM

“

My Dearest Tammy, there are no words to talk about Nate. He was one of the most
awesome human beings around. I was blessed to know him and be a witness to his
amazing talent. My heart is with you in your sorrow. You will always be in my prayers.

Emily mathews - August 11, 2018 at 11:51 AM

“

Nate was one of the kindest souls I will ever know in this lifetime. Anytime I had a
benefit to assist with or when planning any live event, he was always willing to offer
help and a plethora of information and contacts on hand to make the best outcome
possible for those in need. He truly loved what he did as a musician and teacher and
will be very, very missed. Tammy and family my thoughts and prayers are with you.
Mimzi Griffin

Mimzi Griffin - August 11, 2018 at 11:21 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Nathaniel Nicholson.

August 11, 2018 at 09:08 AM

“

Sue Stewart Lodmell lit a candle in memory of Nathaniel Nicholson

Sue Stewart Lodmell - August 11, 2018 at 08:34 AM

“

I didn't really know Nate or Tammy but was introduced to the good energy and music by our
daughter Emily. She was truly touched by both of your spirits. Prayers and good energy to
Tammy and family/friends. One wonderful band sharing the love. Namaste
Sue Stewart Lodmell - August 11, 2018 at 08:37 AM

“

Tammy ,
So sorry to hear of the passing of Nate
He was very talented and I enjoyed him with the Funktastic 5
Again , I’m sorry
Joe Pinczer

Joe Pinczer - August 11, 2018 at 06:35 AM

“

Oh, I am so very heartbroken. I am so thankful for your lung transplant 10 years ago
so you could meet Tammy and become friend and family. Your spirit, your soul, your
peacefulness, your a$$ kicking guitar playing. I know you’re rockin’ out above.

Jeni - August 10, 2018 at 08:40 PM

“

I went to Sterling with Nate we used to jam together when we first got into music
around 1981 we both loved hair metal so we became friends. I havent seen him in
years but this hit me hard a good soul a good person I will always remember him.
God bless my friend!

Steve Kohler - August 10, 2018 at 07:26 PM

“

I met Nate last week when I came out of recovery for surgery. He was my room
mate. We shared some laughs and he played a little guitar. My wife and I really
enjoyed his company. I am sure he was a great friend to many. So sorry to hear of
his passing.

Ciowa Sprepper - August 10, 2018 at 07:13 PM

“

It is my honor to know Nate & Tammy. The last 13 years of listening to Nate's
masterful guitar work with the Funktastic 5 and 10 years of Phyllis and the Sharks
has been a pure joy. Sometimes watching in awe as Nate played with his heart and
soul.
Always so pleasant, and nice to those around him.
It has been an honor to take the hundreds of photos of the bands and jam sessions
Nate participated in, posting them for his many friends and fans and family. The
pictures of Nate and Tammy always radiated the love they have for each other.
Nate will be truly missed.
Words cannot adequately express .....
Dave

Dave Miller - August 10, 2018 at 05:45 PM

“

It has been an honor & true blessing to have Nate & Tammy in our lives. Nate was an
incredible guitar teacher to my husband Jeff. We have been so blessed to share all the
memories with such an amazing, inspiring, and beautiful couple. There love is shared with
so many people that they have came into contact with throughout the years. Nate, Tammy,
& family will always be forever in our hearts and we are always here for you. Much love &
until we see each other again, Lauri & Jeff
Lauri - August 10, 2018 at 06:21 PM

“

OMG! Remember when you came to my house warming party with Roland and I
barely knew you? I don't think I spoke 2 words to you and the next time I saw you I
apologized profusely! I think I apologized every time I saw you after that for about a
year! Every time I said how sorry I was you just smiled and said "it's ok". I'm so glad
our friendship grew into what it is, and in my heart will always be! I will miss you my

friend, and take comfort in knowing I will see you again.
Angie Reeder Clark - August 10, 2018 at 05:21 PM

