Jack Coder
July 8, 1930 - March 26, 2018

Jack Coder, 87, of Hampton, Illinois, well known Moline High School counselor, died
Monday, March 26, 2018, in UnityPoint Health – Trinity Rock Island.
Visitation is 4 to 7 p.m. Wednesday in the Horizon Room at Trimble Funeral Home at
Trimble Pointe, 701 12th Street, Moline. Services are 1 p.m. Thursday at the funeral home
with burial in Moline Memorial Park. Friends are invited to join the family at a funeral
reception at CityView Celebrations at Trimble Pointe following the burial. Memorials may
be made to the Hampton Historical Society.
Jack was born July 8, 1930, in Moline, to Harold William and Gertrude Marie (Duncan)
Coder. He graduated from United Township High School, East Moline, where he was
president of the Senior Class, and from Augustana College in 1952, where he was on the
football team. He was in the US Army for two years, serving in Korea, and married Beverly
McNeal on December 26, 1954, in Hampton. He completed his master’s degree at the
University of Iowa and was employed by Moline School District #40 as a guidance
counselor at Moline High School for 38 years, retiring in 1991. He was a charter member
of the Hampton Historical Society, and a member of Blackhawk Retired Teachers
Association. He had a voracious curiosity, and enjoyed history and genealogy.
Jack is survived by his wife of 64 years, Beverly; three children, Christopher McNeal
Coder
and his wife Marcelle of Flagstaff, Arizona, Tad W. Coder of Hampton, and Ellie Coder and
her husband Daniel Kosminsky of Rapids City, Illinois; seven grandchildren, Hannah
Coder, Claire Coder, Katee Coder, Jack B. Coder, Merry Coder and her husband Dr. Kane
Keller, Rebecca Kosminsky, and Christopher W. Kosminsky; a great-grandson, Maxwell
Correa; a sister-in-law, Mary Jane Nelson of Hampton; and several nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by siblings, Harold “Bill” Coder, Clifford Coder, and Bette
Eggerichs.
Jack’s family invites friends to share stories and condolences at

TrimbleFuneralHomes.com.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Trimble Funeral Home & Crematory - March 29, 2018 at 04:33 PM

“

Mr. Coder was the best. Not only was he my counselor at MHS, he was a dear friend.
Occasionally, I had the privilege of joining him, Mrs. Coder, Dr. Weissmann, and my
mother on trips to Chicago to enjoy the theatre. A truly exceptional time. Mr. Coder
had a profound impact on my life, personally and academically. I even went on to
Augie. I’ll never forget him, or how he would write my name (Kathee) as Katheeeee.
Thank you for everything, Mr. Coder. - Kathleen Brown-Perez.

Kathleen Brown-Perez - June 06, 2018 at 01:22 AM

“

My condolences to Jack's family. I am so sorry for your loss. Jack was a very kind
man. He helped me with finding out more about my ancestors who lived a lifetime
Rock Island.
We exchanged emails ,photos & he put me in touch with a "cousin" Bernie.
I know I thanked him many times. I thank him again. RIP Jack

Tina - April 03, 2018 at 07:24 AM

“

Jack was always such a soft spoken sweet man. I believe he was the one that drove
my father (Robert Tunberg) to the hospital when an employee dropped a 5 gallon
can of ice cream on my dad's foot. A fond memory of two great men.
Jon Tunberg

Jon Tunberg - April 02, 2018 at 03:50 PM

“

I had Mr. Coder for one class, but wished I could have had him for more.
Unfortunately, he was not my guidance counselor when I was a senior. I could have
used his sage advice. He was a great gentleman and educator. Dan Louden class of
1960

Daniel R. Louden - April 01, 2018 at 02:28 PM

“

Jack was my couselor at Moline and did his best to steer me in the right direction.
Helped smooth over some issues as well.
Always brought him Peanut M&Ms. Those seem to be his favorite.
After graduation I would pop in Moline High and say hi once in a while. As my son
was growing up I would take him to visit Jack and Bev in Hampton. We would walk
down to the Mississippi and try our luck at skipping rocks.
Jack had a big influence on my life and I figured my son should know him as well.
RIP my friend. And thank you Bev for an occasional lunch with you and Jack.
Mike Cleary. Moline Class of 79

Mike Cleary - March 31, 2018 at 12:08 PM

“

Thanks, Mr. Coder, for your decades of helping young people and improving the
community. As a former MHS student, I remember fondly how you dealt so positively
with kids as you tried to guide and help and counsel. My late father, Don McNeil,
always spoke highly of you as well. May you rest in peace ...
Porter McNeil

porter mcneil - March 30, 2018 at 10:11 PM

“

Mr. Coder was my counselor at MHS and when I was a senior I was a runner for the
counseling office. I got to spend lots of time talking to him. He was the one who
steered me to Augustana College and I graduated from Augie with his son, Chris, in
1977. He was a great influence on me and my career. I just retired after spending 39
years in insurance and now spend time as a substitute teacher and working security
at MHS. Life has a way of going full circle. Hi Chris (if you read this) and God bless
the Coder family in this time of grief. Ron Delp, MHS class if 1973.

Ron Delp - March 30, 2018 at 06:45 PM

“

Ellie and family,
I am so sorry for the loss of your father. He was such a kind and patient man with
everyone. I remember many evenings at your house, always feeling welcomed. I
don't think your dad ever met a stranger.
I hope you can take comfort in all the fantastic memories you have of your dad.
Peace,
Amy (Penry) Sisul

AMY SISUL - March 29, 2018 at 04:37 PM

“

Mr. Coder was my teacher at Coal Valley Junior High and later one of our son's
counselors at MHS. A very nice man. Happy he enjoyed a long life.

Terry (Schultze) Braaten - March 29, 2018 at 12:45 PM

“

Jack was one of my most admired high school teachers during my four years
@MHS! Had Jack as my Civics instructor during my junior year @MHS, but
unfortunately was not my counselor. He always said his wife was one of the most
beautiful women in the world! My most sincere condolences to his wife & family what a wonderful teacher & family man!!
John Soper - class of !964
Scottsdale, AZ

John Soper - March 29, 2018 at 12:13 PM

“

Jack was my counselor starting in 1956 and through out the years he always
remembered my by name. That,s amazing!

Nels Lindell - March 29, 2018 at 09:55 AM

“

When I was a punk going to Moline in the late 70s I would go to jacks office every
morning before class even though he wasn’t my councilor. He made me feel like
anything was possible. We would always help supply the candy dish because that
was usually breakfast for most of us. Jack also made me realize that it was okay to
be a mechanic or a garbage man or whatever makes you feel good. He told me that
most doctors are going to need someone to work on their things for them and there
will be plenty of people that will need services that don’t require a college education.
That day was the day I realized I could be successful at life even though I wasn’t a
great student, Jack did not judge and I hope the good lord will recycle his soul
because this world would be a better place with more guys Jack. May peace be with
his family and friends.

Butch Lingafelter - March 29, 2018 at 09:47 AM

“

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of Jack Coder.

March 28, 2018 at 08:52 PM

“

Mr.Coder was my counselor at MHS for all four years. I did not always get the best of
grades and visited him often. He always took the time to help me anyway he could.
He was my favorite and he will be missed dearly. Condolences to the family.

Patty Derrick Griffith - March 28, 2018 at 07:39 PM

“

Sapphire Skies Bouquet was purchased for the family of Jack Coder.

March 28, 2018 at 04:55 PM

“

Mr. Coder was my counselor in the early 70's. Loved to go to his office to talk. What
a great listener. So kind.
Sympathies and prayers for your family.
Linda Leaf

Linda Leaf - March 28, 2018 at 03:09 PM

“

Mr Coder was my high school counselor! One of my very favorite people at MHS!!
Prayers for peace to his family.

Jeri Chandler - March 28, 2018 at 12:24 PM

“

So very sorry to lose such a wonderful person. He was one of the best. Karen Morse
Davidson Gib Dekoster

Karen Davidson - March 28, 2018 at 09:32 AM

“

Chris and the entire Coder Family,
Though I was never fortunate enough to have met your dad Chris from the obituary
and other comments here I wish I would have! Sounds like a great guy who lived a
rich life and was a great American! Terry Eggerichs used to talk fondly about his
Uncle Jack
Dede and I send our deepest sympathies to you all!
Rick & Dede Kave. Waukesha , WI

Rick Kave - March 27, 2018 at 11:14 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Jack Coder.

March 27, 2018 at 11:12 PM

“

I had Becca in fourth grade, and Jack walked over to school one afternoon that year
to deliver a bouquet of lilacs for me. They brightened up my classroom and made the
room smell wonderful. He has delivered a bouquet of lilacs to my classroom every
year since then. Wonderful man...wonderful family! He will be missed by many.

Amy Meeske - March 27, 2018 at 10:59 PM

“

I taught gymnastics at MHS while Jack was a councilor. I enjoyed hearing about his golf
game when we met in the teachers lounge. rip...
sharon pirkl - March 29, 2018 at 11:24 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Jack Coder.

March 27, 2018 at 10:07 PM

“

Dear Coder Family,
I went to Moline High School, graduating in 1959 and remember Mr. Coder fondly. I
live in Florida now so can't attend the service but will have you all in my thoughts. I
know he will be missed by all who knew him.
With sincere sympathy, Nonie Moorhusen Young

Nonie Young - March 27, 2018 at 09:36 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Jack Coder.

March 27, 2018 at 06:57 PM

“

A great teacher, husband, father, and friend. We (class of 59 guys) called him
"coach". He was our American History teacher, HY-Y advisor, and intramural
basketball "commissioner". One day he said he lost this large tree in is yard. A few of
us volunteered to go on Saturday to help "coach" clean up the mess. Every class
reunion he would say, "do you remember when you helped me with that tree". Bev
you have our condolences. "Coach" you will be missed by all. From the the guys of
"59"..... you inspired us by your example. Well done. Neil Olsen

neil Olsen - March 27, 2018 at 05:02 PM

“

Mr. Coder attended most, if not all, of our class reunions...every five years! Everyone
lit up at his appearance. He always said our class was special and he added to that
specialness! Thank you. Rest In Peace. Class of 65.

Linda Swanson Nygaard - March 27, 2018 at 01:33 PM

“

William & Susan McNeal purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the family of
Jack Coder.

William & Susan McNeal - March 27, 2018 at 01:22 PM

“

Rainbow Reflections Basket was purchased for the family of Jack Coder.

March 27, 2018 at 11:17 AM

“

John Natisin purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of Jack
Coder.

John Natisin - March 27, 2018 at 10:52 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Jack Coder.

March 27, 2018 at 10:18 AM

“

I started at Moline High School in 1958 and graduated in 1961. I had Mr. Coder for
history, and as I remember his class was an enjoyable one. However, I remember
him even more when my two daughters attended Moline High School. One
graduated in 1988 and one graduated in 1992. They were able to enjoy his expertise
as a counselor. It saddens me to hear of his passing but all good things must come
to an end. I send condolences to his family. He was really a nice man. Lana Hultgen
Ehmke

Lana Hultgen Ehmke - March 27, 2018 at 10:15 AM

“

My sympathies and prayers go out to Mr. Coder's family. He was a great teacher and
counselor. I graduated from MHS in 1960 and still remember him so well.
Sally Wenos Hysmith - March 27, 2018 at 11:33 AM

“

Jack was the all around best! He was the original "Uber", always driving us kids to
and from school (til we got our own cars), sports stuff or whatever, he was like one of
us, joking around but also seriously interested in how we were doing. I know quite a
few people that knew Jack as their counselor and his uncanny ability to remember
them, and in detail. He was pretty easy to find most day's taking his walk around
MHS campus and surely dispensing some wisdom along the way. Always a big smile
and a "How's Rollo" whenever we'd meet. We should all be so lucky to have such a
rich, long life and as many friends. My sincere condolences to Bev, Chris, Ellie and

Tad. Ron Hartman.

Ron Hartman - March 27, 2018 at 09:58 AM

“

Mr. Coder was my economics teacher, and he was always a high energy person. He
signed himself in the first day of class and said,"Drop this class now!" I missed a
week of class for a trip but returned in time for a test. He said, "Greg missed class
and did better than most of you. That SCARES me." May the angels lead him to
Paradise.

Gregory L. Jackson - March 27, 2018 at 09:27 AM

“

Mark And Lori Knoblauch lit a candle in memory of Jack Coder

Mark and Lori Knoblauch - March 27, 2018 at 09:19 AM

“

I met Mr.Coder back in the early 70’s while attending Augustana with his son Chris.
He was a tremendous man with great family values and a big heart. My thoughts and
prayers are with Mrs. Coder and their 3 children...especially my good friend Chris.

Mark and Lori Knoblauch - March 27, 2018 at 09:17 AM

“

I have very fond memories of Mr. Coder during my high school years at MHS. He
was my counselor and was always kind, considerate and willing to listen and offer
guidance at any time. He had a great impact on many students.
My thoughts and prayers go out to the family.

Sincerely,
Stuart Bitting
MHS Class of 1977
Stuart Bitting - March 27, 2018 at 08:58 AM

“

I went to Molina High, graduating in 1981. Mr. Coder was my counselor, and he was the
best. I could talk to him about anything. He was the kindest, sweetest guy around. He
helped me in so many ways. I'll never forget him. Rest in Peace, Mr. Coder and Thank You
so much.
Sharon Brauneis - March 28, 2018 at 06:13 PM

“

My sincere condolences to the Coder family. Being a neighbor to Jack since 1961 and
attending my fellow Hamptonites school with Chris, he was well respected by all and a
really nice guy to talk to. Jack helped make Hampton a great little community to grow up in.
I am so glad he was able to enjoy a long and good life around family, friends and
neighbors. He will be missed by all and the positive impact he had on so many people he
helped.
Dan Beals
Dan Beals - March 28, 2018 at 11:32 PM

